Asia Pacific Civil Society Regional Consultation Meeting
November 22-23, 2012
Kathmandu, Nepal

Civil society and stakeholder organizations are substantive partners who improve our understanding of
the environment and assist in developing innovative solutions to environmental challenges. UNEP deals
with a wide range of partners who bring valuable expertise, research and advocacy skills. These include:
women, children and youth, indigenous groups, non-governmental organizations, local authorities,
workers and trade unions, business and industry, the scientific and technological community, farmers,
governments, Parliamentarians, and intergovernmental organizations, including UN agencies.

Since 2004, the Global Civil Society Forum (GCSF) preceding the annual UNEP Governing
Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GC/GMEF) has become the core of UNEP’s engagement
with civil society.

Regional Consultation Meetings

Regional Consultation Meetings constitutes one of the main platforms for engagement with Major Groups
and Stakeholders (MGS) at the regional level. They help build capacity and networking among MGS in
the regions and Regional Offices. MGS and their representatives are invited to convene two to three-day
consultation meetings prior to the GCSF. During the Regional Consultation Meeting MGS
representatives dialogue on environmental issues that will be discussed during the GC/GMEF and GCSF,
and produce a regional statement. Representatives of major groups are also elected to attend the GCSF.

Rio+20 Outcomes and MGS:

There are many references in the Rio+20 outcome document to strengthen public participation, access
to information and access to justice in environmental matters. It underlines the importance of
partnerships with MGS to achieve the ambitions of the outcome document, premised on the
understanding that involving citizens and civil society in decision-making processes will result in better
decision making and increase legitimacy and effectiveness. This will also engender stronger sense of
ownership and encourage citizens and civil society to be active in delivering policy on the ground, in
partnership with governments and other stakeholders.

Two paragraphs are particularly important in this context:

Paragraph 88 states: “Ensure the active participation of all relevant stakeholders drawing on best
practices and models from relevant multilateral institutions and exploring nhew mechanisms to promote
transparency and the effective engagement of civil society.”

Paragraph 99 states: “We encourage action at regional, national, sub-national and local levels to
promote access to information, public participation and access to justice in environmental matters, as
appropriate.”

Asia Pacific Regional Consultation Meeting
The Asia Pacific Regional Consultation Meeting will take place in Kathmandu, Nepal from 22-23
November 2012. Around 20-30 Asia Pacific MGS participants are expected to participate. In line with the
agenda of the 2013 GMGSF and GC/GMEF, the Regional Consultation Meeting will cover the following
topics:
e Overview of major issues from Outcome Document and Implications for Major Groups and
UNEP
* UN Post 2015 Agenda and Role of MGS
* Green Economy in the Context of Sustainable Development & Sustainable Consumption and
Production
* The Role of Major Groups in Post Rio Agenda

Furthermore, a more general discussion on Rio+20 outcomes, on process and on issues relevant for the
region will take place during the meeting. The RCM should result in regional messages/statements that
can be fed into the 2013 GCSF and GC/GMEF.



Asia Pacific Civil Society Regional Consultation Meeting
November 22-23, 2012
Kathmandu, Nepal
Application Form
Kindly fill all the information below and send it to imae.mojado@unep.org or Fax: +66 2 2803829,
‘Attention: Mayan/Tanawan’ on or before 26 October 2012. Please note that incomplete application
forms will not be accepted.
1. Name (Full name in Block Letters, as in the passport):
2. Gender:
3. Country:
4. Organization Name:
5. Designation (Chairman, Director, etc.):
6. Address:
Tel (P):
Tel (M):
(Please ensure country and codes are included)
Fax:
Email:
7. Will you be self-funding or do you require sponsorship from the organizers?
[ ]Self-<Funding [ ]Sponsorship required
Indicate funding requirements — if any:

[ ]1Full funding [ ]Partialfunding [ ] No funding required

8. Required Criteria (please tick if any of the following apply to you/your organization):

Accredited to UNEP and UNCSD

Actively engaged with UNEP Major Groups and Stakeholders

Active participants in the UNEP A-P Major Groups and Stakeholder discussion
groups; Active participants in other AP major groups in relation to the Rio +20
process;

Demonstrated leadership on Rio+20 preparations at the national level,

Track record in action on sustainable development related issues and on the
Rio+20 themes in particular;

Based in the Asia-Pacific region;

National, regional or sub-regional scope of mandate;

Able to communicate effectively in English.

Please Note:

1. Only selected applicants will receive confirmations over e-mail by 2 November 2012 including
information about funding and travel arrangements;

2. We will only be able to sponsor a limited amount of participants;

3. Once selected, participants need to make their own arrangement for Visas, Overseas Travel

Medical Insurance and other requirements. This will not be reimbursable;
4. Only fully completed applications will be accepted. Incomplete applications will not be accepted.



